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Bu c¢aligmada, Halil Cibran’in notlari, otobiyografisi ve
mektuplarindan miras kalan edebi zenginligin bir pargasi olarak
O’nun Mey Ziyade ile yaptigi mektuplagmalar incelenecektir.
Mektuplardaki mevzularin ve Usluplarin {izerinde durulup
iceriklerinin agikliga ¢ikarilmasi hedeflenmistir. Bu baglamda
mektuplarda bulunan ince ayrmntilar tizerinde durulmus ve
Cibran’in hayati, mizaci, 6zlemleri ve basarilar1 hakkinda zengin
malzeme igerdikleri igin edebiyat olarak adlandirilmay1 hak eden
bu mektuplarda giindeme getirdigi konular incelenmistir. Cibran’
bir insan, yazar ya da sanatg1 olarak hayati da dahil olmak {izere
aydmlatan yonleri ele alan birgok calisma yapilmigtir. Ancak
biyografisinde hala eksik halkalar bulunmaktadir ve bunlara
ulasabilmek icin kendi el yazisiyla kaleme aldigi belgeleri ve
mektuplar1 bulmaktan baska bir yol gériinmemektedir. Bu durum
ise Cibran’mn kisiliginin gériinmeyen tarafina girmek ve irticalen
ortaya koyduklariyla edebiyatinin geri kalani arasindaki farklara
isaret etmek anlamina gelecektir. Bu ¢aligmada, belgenin gergegi -
veya bir kismini- tanimlamasina dayanan tiimevarimsal yontemden
dogrudan yararlanmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Edebiyat, mektup, sahsi, Cibran, Mey
Ziyéde.
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Abstract

Through this study, the researcher makes an attempt to investigate the collection of Gibran’s letters as part of the
literary wealth inherited from Gibran’s diaries, bibliographies and epistolary. The study of Gibran’s personal letters
contributed to the reading of his literature from new perspectives. Several studies focused on Gibran’s life and
highlighted all aspects of his career, as a poet or an artist. However, while there are still some missing aspects of his
career, there is no better way to complete the puzzle than investigating the letters written by his own handwriting.
The unique nature of these letters outshines his other literary work due to their improvisational and spontaneous
nature. The empirical analytical approach to these letters helped the researcher to uncover the truths hidden in the
writer’s career. Therefore, the main research objective of this study is to contribute to the examination and analysis
of this unexplored literary genre of literature through the investigation of Gibran’s letters.

Keywords: Literature, letter, epistolary, Gibran, May Ziyadah.

Extended Abstract
Based on the proven scientific necessity of literary studies, and in order to address all the

scriptures and to engage in a deep analysis of literary (Diaries), (Bibliographies) and the
(Epistolary, or Letters) communicated by the author to the readers, Gibran’s personal letters
were collected to be examined. The topic of this research focused on the latter form of the
literary genre of epistolary due to the scarcity of studies conducted in the same field.

The study and research of Gibran’s personal letters contributed to a new reading of his
literature. There have been numerous studies which touched on Gibran’s life and highlighted
all aspects of his career, as a human being, a man of art, or an artist. However, there are still
some missing aspects of his career, marked with skepticism, vagueness and doubts. Indeed,
there are no better means in pursuing the facts and finding the missing links of Gibran’s
career other than investigating the documents and letters written by his own handwriting.
These letters were truly the means to uncover the invisible and unseen side of his personality
to the reader and the public. They were unique in their nature and outshone his other literary
work; they were improvisational and spontaneous. In fact, the research benefited directly
from empirical analytical approach to find the truth, or in part thereof, by closely approaching
and reading the writer’s career. In his personal letters, we see the writer introducing himself
through his ideas, and echoing his own self.

This study has therefore aimed at contributing to this unexplored genre of literature and
art of Gibran, by providing life details and personal traits he had, as well as investigating and
studying the issues he raised in his personal letters. By doing so, it can be concluded that his
letters deserved to be categorized as a form of literature. This form of literary work was
abundant with rich material about his own life, his personal traits, aspirations as well as his
achievements.

This research deals with the writer and human being Gibran Khalil Gibran’s
correspondence particularly with the author May Ziyadah.

First, the research begins with a brief historical follow-up study of the concept and types
of the letters in Arabic literature, by talking about the literature of the letters. In Arabic prose,
starting from the literature in the pre-Islamic era to the modern era, then talking about
Gibran’s correspondence with the writer May Ziyadah. This part reveals aspects of Gibran’s
biography from birth to death, his psychology, state of health, his intellectual attitudes, his
belief, the issue of alienation and the effects of all these on the literature of his personal
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messages. The most important research results are: The correspondence between Gibran and
May assured that the relationship between them was just a literary one quickly emerged into
an emotional one.

A while after, May revealed her true feelings towards Gibran through her letters, things
she did not be able to say it openly because she still had the conservative eastern girl decency.

Those letters between the couple were not only emotional, but also covered political,
mysterious, social, literary, cultural, mystical, and critical topics. This research can be
summarised as follow: Starting with the addressee on. Using ingenuity, skills that help the
writer move smoothly from the introduction to the body using a simple, easy writing style.
Well use of the body of the letter which serves the subject. The unexpected epilogue, which
is more likely to open a conclusion that keeps the reader in connection with the future events.
He is keen to maintain the relationship with the reader. That's what distinguished Gibran's
letters.

In the end, it is figured out that Gibran fluctuates in many cases and times close together,
between richness and poverty, love and hate, beauty and ugliness, gentleness and cruelty,
honesty and pride, triumph and breaking, well and happy, and that makes him strong,
coherent one-time, other time shows him the powerless and weak who wants to say one word
but can not.

Finally, could be said: Gibran imitated the artist in which he imagined a perfect woman
and started looking for her, it was in vain, instead, he tried to choose every token for every
woman he knew, so he took Josephine's intelligence, Michelin's kindness, tenderness of Hala,
Sultana's wide eyes, Helena's deep, quiet looks, May's tyranny and personality, Mary
Haskell's soul.
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