darulfunun ilahiyat, 34(2): 453-469

Ir
## [STANBUL /
¢ 5 DOI: 10.26650/di.2023.34.2.1262493
u"",m*{a UNIVERSITESI http://ilahiyatjournal.istanbul.edu.tr
——YAYINEVI

= = Basvuru: 10.03.2023
d a ru Ifu n u n | Ia h |yat Revizyon Talebi: 10.04.2023
Son Revizyon: 12.04.2023

Kabul: 13.04.2023

ARASTIRMA MAKALESi / RESEARCH ARTICLE Online Yayin: 14.11.2023

Aflan 4y J8a 5 gail) A jlna g dall) ddudd Ay ) 2o 68
Dil Felsefesi ile Normatif Dilbilgisi Arasinda Arapga Dilbilgisi: Modernist Bir Yaklasim

Arabic Rules Between Philosophy of Language and Grammar Criterion: A Modernist
Approach

Hany Ismail Ramadan’

soadlal)

) = ) LS LS 1) Ui 58 2y 5311 o pall sl g e85 Jai€ia ol Ly g Aill) Al = 5 b ) (30 A pal) Al e ) 8 ) 50l 0 8L
) Lo zas Ly Al ias Jay of cfa e )oY e — L

G of ang ol Ui g | ppeast o pal) sadl 3laia (g b iy cplalll gy el A2l e 8 385 G aial 2 5 5 YT sl W) s Bl Jall - s ale
Suanll (g galll e all e 381 5 ¢Opalaiall Claliind ol ey laae ) 58 ¢ Latd (LDl 5 Lo 310 (4

OABU G g jall galatio dpom g g Aalll ) 3 ) jal) gl (5 p0m 5 ai¥os sl ant Jm e b V5L Jlsadl 138 (o g i
i Ugeose ¢ Mlail doa ol argiall DDA Cpa (eulas) Jsedl G 5 Lo al) ) agins Coalil rasias e 5 e Y 5 8 5 cagilaliial 5 syt
slae) A L Aleial ) (Say dpale 838 &) Yy ¢S5 Abaad Ay jlie s ) GlIS 3 laala i)yl Ak 4t Ll W5 A ) gally 5 ) 5 puiall
Agaall e kUl e 8l 8 ael gt Caullil A8 shna

Lalidal) cilall)
L iy Cplalil] Ayl el gl Al alas ¢ paill ¢y yad) Badl) - Aalitall L)

Oz

Bu arastirma, Arap dili gramer yapisini iki farkli agidan degerlendirmeyi amaglamaktadir: Eksiksiz bir yapi olarak dil
felsefesi ve bu yapiyr tanimlayan Arap dili grameri. Bu yapi, ayni zamanda semsiyesi altina girebilecek ve girmeyecek
hususlari da kismen kapsamina alacak bir 6lgit olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Buna gore arastirma, temel bir soruya aciklik getirmeye calismaktadir: Acaba anadili Arapga olmayan 6grencilere Arapga
dilbilgisi kurallari sadelestirilerek ve kolaylastirilarak mi sunulmahdir? Yoksa modern metodun uygulandig dil dersiyle
uyumlu olacak bigimde kurallari direk dilin kendisinden ve 6rneklemelerinden baslayarak 6grencilerin ihtiyaglarina gore
mi formdle edilmelidir?

Bu tarz bir sorudan dilbilgisinin yenilenmesi, yenilenmenin sonuglari, klasik Arapga dilbilgisinin dil kazanimina olan
faydasi, anadili Arapca olmayanlarin kendilerine has hususiyetleri ve ihtiyaglari gibi gok yonli sorular ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
Kuskusuz bu sorular aragtirmanin tabiati geregi olagan sorulardir.

Bu sorular yapilan arastirma geregi tabii sorulardir. Arastirmaci bu sorulara arastirmanin uygunlugu agisindan analitik
yontemle cevap aramaktadir. ihtiyag dahilinde tarihsel yonteme de bagvurabilmektedir. Amag, bilimsel bir temelde dilsel
bir yaklagim sunmaktir. Boylece anadili Arapga olmayanlar igin dilbilgisi egitim mufredati alaninda kullanabilme olanagi
saglamaktir.
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Abstract

This research aims to discuss the grammar of the Arabic language from two angles: the philosophy of language
as a full-fledged structure, and Arabic grammar as a description of this entity. Accordingly, the research raises the
fundamental question of whether the rules of the Arabic language should be presented to non-native speakers
in terms of Arabic grammar to facilitate and simplify learning, or whether starting with the language itself
and its representations, formulating its rules to meet the learners’ needs is more worthwhile and compatible
with modern linguistic lessons? Branching from this question are legitimate sub-questions about the renewal
of Arabic grammar and its consequences, the usefulness of old Arabic grammar in language acquisition, the
specificity of non-native Arabic learners and their needs. As required by the nature of the research, the article
seeks to present a linguistic approach that can serve as a scientific basis for use in preparing a matrix to
compose an educational curriculum for non-Arabic speakers to learn Arabic grammar.

Keywords
Arabic language, Language system, Nahwu, Grammar, Arabic for non-native speakers

Extended Summary

In terms of academic studies, consensus exists regarding the inadequacy of studies
and research on Arabic grammar for non-Arabic speakers. Although very few theoretical
studies are found on the subject, applied studies are practically non-existent, with their
complete absence confirmable in terms of compositions and curricula designed explicitly
for non-Arabic speakers. This explicit insufficiency of and severe deficit in studies
and research are the main motives why this research has been prepared. The research
discusses Arabic grammar from two angles: (1) the philosophy of language as a fully-
fledged construction, and (2) Arabic syntax as a description of this construction and,
to some extent, a criterion for the inclusion of what may come under its umbrella, as
well as what should be excluded. Therefore, the research raises a fundamental question.
Should Arabic grammar for non-Arabic speakers provide simplicity and clarity in terms
of Arabic syntax, or should it be based on the language itself and its styles, formulating its
grammar to meet the needs of learners and remaining compatible with modern linguistics?
Sub-questions are found to branch off from this in relation to the rejuvenation of syntax
and its consequences, the usefulness of old Arabic syntax in language acquisition, and
the exclusivity of non-native Arabic learners and their needs. The research attempts to
seek answers to these legitimate questions using the historical approach as a descriptive
analytical approach and as required by the nature of the research.

In this context, this research combines the originality and modernity of the Arabic
language, focusing on its main goal of attempting to adjust Arabic grammar and present
it with a new vision that meets the needs of non-Arabic-speaking learners, making this
the dominant criterion as well as a determinant when different viewpoints and opinions
diverge, all with regard to the aim of filling the gap in the studies on the acquisition of
Arabic for non-native speakers. The paradoxes and distinctions between Arabic syntax
for native speakers and Arabic grammar for non-native speakers should be the starting
reference point. Acknowledging this fact while recognizing how this has been identified
in a number of topics is a proper and sound start for deciphering the codes to teach the
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Arabic language in general and non-native speakers in particular. No exaggeration is
made in saying that if this start is successful, it may entice a reformulation of the syntax
and grammar of the Arabic language for its own speakers as well, thus contributing to
the acquisition of classical Arabic more easily and quickly and correcting any erroneous
mental images about the difficulty of the Arabic language.

The study is expected to contribute to providing some practical and applied solutions
based on a consensual modernist vision by benefiting from the linguistic considerations
on one hand and the traditional corpus on the other, which is positively reflected in
the field of composing and teaching Arabic for non-native speakers, and this is what
makes this study important in the field of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. The
study concludes with the importance of grammar and its syntactic, morphological, and
phonetic variations in acquiring the Arabic language. In addition, the study emphasizes
the importance of the traditional corpus regarding Arabic syntax based on the opinions
and guidance it contains, as well as its helpfulness as a source for developing educational
lessons for non-Arabic speakers. However, the study still stresses the importance of
classifying and implementing a number of issues resulting from the needs of non-Arabic
speaking learners, as well as the distinction between Arabic learners and non-Arabic
speaking learners. Based on this distinction, the study thus calls for the following:

- Reconsider the classification of Arabic grammar books for non-native speakers,
as diacritical marks are no longer the dominant criterion in classifying grammar, as is
well-known in grammar books. Instead, common uses have become the main guide for
choosing rules and their anastrophe, in addition to learners’ levels and linguistic needs at
each level.

- Divide grammar rules and distribute them across the levels. Language acquisition is
a gradual process based on the formation of linguistic habits, and rules are one way to
achieve this. The intention is not to have learners be able to understand the rules without
applying them but to have learners understand such things at the beginner level as how to
present the nominal and verbal sentence components without addressing sub- diacritical
marks.

- Give less focus or minimize syntactical terms so that learners don’t get overwhelmed
with these terms and definitions and fall into the trap of descriptive rather than functional
grammar. Learners will not suffer by not knowing terms if they are able to apply the rules
and generate new sentences by following examples.

- Develop new chapters that meet the needs of non-Arabic speaking learners and
answer their questions. Contrastive linguistics can also be used when developing these
chapters. One chapters that is deemed to be urgently needed is on verb tenses and their
modes, transitions, and auxiliaries. In addition, adjectives should be allocated a separate
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chapter for modifiers by taking into account the division of nouns into such parts of
speech as proper nouns, adjectives, pronouns, and articles so as to help learners avoid
making mistakes when using these as adjectives.

- Choose the easiest grammar rules even if they are predominant. This is because
the syntactic and linguistic traditional corpus has a rich lexicon of diverse grammatical
opinions. The researcher of the current article is sufficient in this lexicon with regard
to benefiting from what could facilitate the teaching of Arabic language to non-native
speakers and has thus adopted the opinion the rules should be simplified and made more
applicable. However, this opinion is also preferable in terms of reasoning and debate
among grammar schools. For instance, opinions can be found that state having a subject
precede the verb is permissible due to verbal sentences being defined as sentences that
include a verb regardless of where the verb is located in the sentence and especially due
to the Arabic language having a free style that is characterized by flexibility in the use of
anastrophe.
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