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ABSTRACT This is a review of the book titled "Teaching Students to Decode the World: Media Literacy and Critical
Thinking Across the Curriculum," written by the founders of Project Look Sharp, an organization that has
been working for many years to integrate media literacy into the educational process in the United States.
The book aims to provide information on how media literacy can be utilized as a method across various
subjects, particularly seeking to bring a different perspective to educational applications. The ideas presented
in the book should be considered innovative approaches in the context of educational practice. The book
conveys a contemporary approach to media literacy education. Considering the impact of new media on the
daily lives of new generations, employing media literacy as a method across different subjects can be highly
effective. Evaluating media content from various sources as a media literate individual can thus be facilitated
more consciously. The importance of the constructivist media decoding (CMD) process and inquiry-based
interpretation is emphasized in this book, and applications related to this process are shared. With its
alignment with novel educational approaches, this book can be regarded as a valuable resource in the
educational process.
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Kitap Incelemesi: Ogrencilere diinyay1 desifre etmeyi 6gretmek:
Miifredat genelinde medya okuryazarligi ve elestirel diisiinme

0OZ Bu kitap incelemesi, ABD'de uzun yillar medya okuryazarlig1 calismalarini egitim siirecine entegre etmeye
calisan Project Look Sharp'in kurucularinin kaleme aldig1 "Teaching Students to Decode the World: Media
Literacy and Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum" baghkli kitap {izerinedir. Ozellikle egitim
uygulamalarina farkli bir bakis agis1 getirmeyi amaglayan bu kitapta, medya okuryazarliginin bir yontem
olarak farkli dersler boyunca nasil kullanilabilecegi konusunda bilgiler verilmistir. Egitimde uygulamaya
yonelik yenilikler kapsaminda degerlendirilmesi gereken fikirler kitapta paylasilmigtir. Kitap medya
okuryazarlig1 egitimi konusuna giincel bir yaklagimi aktarmaktadir. Medya okuryazarliginin farkl: dersler
kapsaminda bir yontem olarak kullanilmasi, yeni medyanin yeni kusaklarin giindelik yasamindaki etkisi de
dikkate alindiginda oldukga etkili olabilir. Farkli kaynaklardan aktarilan medya igeriklerinin medya
okuryazar1 olarak, bilingli bir sekilde degerlendirilmesi de boylece daha kolay olabilecektir. Bu Kitapta
constructivist media decoding (CMD) siireci ile sorgulamaya dayali yorumlamanin énemi vurgulanmakta,
bu siirece yonelik uygulamalar da paylasilmaktadir. Egitim siirecindeki yeni yaklagimlar dogrultusunda bu
kitap, onemli bir kaynak olarak degerlendirilebilir.
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Chris Sperry and Cyndy Scheibe have brought together from their nearly 30 years of experience in media
literacy education in this book. While studies on media literacy continue to be conducted with various
applications in different regions of the world, this book approaches the subject more from the perspective
of the educational process. It shares experiential details with readers regarding the integration of media
literacy skills into different subjects and curricula. The book serves as a guide not only for educators
who teach at different levels of education, but also for researchers conducting academic studies on media
literacy in the context of curriculum instructional strategies. It presents examples of how media literacy
can be used as a method in different subjects, as well as a potential source for an independent media
literacy course.

Project Look Sharp, a non-profit initiative of Ithaca College located in the state of New York in the
United States, represents a significant endeavor that researchers in this field inevitably encounter during
their investigations. The initiative provides roadmaps for K-16 educators to guide their students in
applying critical thinking and media literacy to the media messages they see, read, and hear.

The debate on whether media literacy should be offered as an independent course to reach individuals
of all ages (especially considering the initiatives on this topic in Turkey, it would be accurate to say that
this is a subject of debate) has given way to new literacies. Visual literacy, which has been the focus of
research that centers on the younger generation who quickly gets bored of reading, along with news
literacy in terms of accessing accurate information, and social media literacy, to name a few, have
emerged as prominent areas of study. Beyond these new approaches, this book presents a model for how
to incorporate media analysis into all disciplines and all levels of the curriculum (Sperry & Scheibe,
2022, p.2).

The idea of empowering children with critical thinking skills and media literacy abilities instead of
protecting them from media content is at the core of this approach (Sperry & Scheibe, 2022, p.2).
Constructivist media decoding (CMD), which is explained in detail and exemplified throughout the
book, emerges as a key concept in the process of inquiry-based media analysis. The title of the book,
"Decoding the World with Inquiry-Based Media Analysis" (Sperry & Scheibe, 2022, p.3), also signifies
the awareness and taking action by creating a collective space for action.

In the first chapter of the book, Sperry and Scheibe highlight the importance and necessity of media
literacy in everyday life. Beginning with the position of the viewer in the face of the traditional medium
of television content, they emphasize the importance of deciphering social messages that either reinforce
or challenge power relations (2022, p.20). In this section, opinions are shared about how students can
be involved in the media decoding process, which is also the focus of the book. The coming together of
students with different socio-economic conditions in this process and how these differences can actually
create richness are emphasized. The authors share their experiences in teaching habits of questioning
through the use of various media formats. In the first chapter of the book, it is pointed out that we need
media literacy skills more than ever in the face of the effects of the infodemic that we have started to
experience, especially since 2020, and the media's increasingly stronger position in the infodemic
created by the pandemic.

The second chapter of the book focuses on the foundations of Constructivist Media Decoding (CMD),
which the authors highlight as a powerful technique in the instructional process. Starting with a broad
definition of media that goes beyond traditional mass communication, this section encompasses a
definition of media that includes traditional media forms such as books, maps, paintings, even money
as well as new media such as web sites, TikTok videos and social media (2022, p.23). Following this
inclusive definition of media, the authors also take a broader approach to the definition of media literacy.
In addition to the elements of access, analysis, evaluation, and production, they include inquiry and
reflection which refers to being an active media user (2022, p.25). The authors visually depict the period
from accessing media content to the action process related to that content (2022, p.26), and describe
access as "an important part of information literacy, which includes skills and tools needed to search for
information without censorship and use these tools effectively."
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In the second chapter, the authors define critical thinking in terms of asking questions, being skeptical,
valuing logical reasoning, and being flexible and open-minded. In this section, it is also emphasized that
media literacy should not be seen as an approach that is only applied at a single grade level. With the
statement "Media literacy can and should be integrated into the curriculum in a developmental sequence
that builds knowledge and skills over time" (2022, p.30), the authors emphasize the importance of
integrating media literacy as a methodology rather than a single content area. At this point, the sentence
"Media literacy education is about teaching students how to think, not what to think" (2022, p.31), stands
out as one of the key ideas summarizing the general approach of the book.

The third chapter of the book introduces the topic of constructivist media decoding (CMD) as a
technique to be used within K-12 education. The definition of constructivism is initially presented with
the statement "Children develop an understanding of the world through their gradual interactions," and
this approach is at the core of the CMD process. Unlike the traditional classroom environment where
the teacher guides students toward a single agreed-upon interpretation of "truth" in media texts,
constructivism is an approach where students and teachers learn from each other and from their
experiences (2022, p.40). CMD is based on the deep collective interpretation of media messages.

In the CMD process, the focus is on questions which are open-ended, directing the individual to think,
without a single answer and these questions are exemplified. For example, when analyzing media
content, you can ask questions that require evidence-based responses, such as: "What evidence do you
have to support your thinking? What similarities and differences can you identify? What is the reason
for such a statement? Would everyone agree on the same opinion about this content?" (2022, p.42). As
evident from these questions, the fundamental aspects of media literacy (especially analysis and
evaluation) are core to this process. At the end of the third chapter of the book, an example of an activity
plan prepared for different levels and topics of lesson content using the CMD process is provided (2022,
p.54).

A noteworthy detail in the book is the sharing of examples of how media literacy methodology can be
actively utilized not only in the process of teaching but also in the process of learning, along with the
examples. In the implementation of this method in classes, stories and examples from authors regarding
their experiences and teaching methods at different educational levels is highly effective, particularly in
the information conveyed about the CMD process and how it has evolved over time and why.

The fourth chapter of the book shares tips with the reader on how constructivist media decoding can be
integrated into the process of teaching and learning. Setting objectives related to the subject and purpose
of the lesson is an important step in analyzing media messages. In today's curriculum at various levels
of education (primary, secondary, higher education), media can be included in the teaching process in
various ways, such as PowerPoint presentations, newspaper articles, advertisements, and visuals, used
by educators to capture students' attention. In this chapter of the book, Sperry and Scheibe also draw
attention to this issue. They point out that teachers in disciplines with a focus on social studies often use
various media content to teach and reinforce basic knowledge, but they often miss the opportunity to
integrate media literacy and critical thinking into their lessons (2022, p.58). The authors emphasize that
CMD examines the content of media itself and the way the messages are constructed, unlike the
traditional uses of media in the classroom for informing and engaging students, and perhaps entertaining
them.

In the book, the authors inform the reader about the details of the process of analyzing media messages.
Sperry and Scheibe, who evaluate the role of the teacher in this method, state that the role of the teacher
is not to provide analysis, but rather to select documents, ask questions, and facilitate analysis. At this
point, unlike the classical teaching process, the importance of the student making sense of the subject
through their own perceptions with the help of questions becomes crucial.

In chapter five, they emphasize the fundamental media literacy concept, that all media messages aim to
question not whether there is bias in a media document, but what the biases are. A fundamental concept
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of media literacy is that all media messages come from a particular perspective, highlighting some
information and excluding others (2022, p.83), which is clear in this chapter.

Taking into account the potential audiences for the book, the authors also point out that there may be
cultural differences and limits to questioning in the process of analyzing media content. The statement
"Different cultures, communities, and nations will have acceptable limits of questioning in the process
of media analysis" (2022, p.89) summarizes this approach. In this chapter and in the whole book it is
mentioned that with the media literacy method, teachers can gain insights into how students understand
the world, manage their own learning processes, and construct meaning.

In chapter six, the authors discuss the types of assessments that require students to engage in critical
thinking and self-reflection, and also provide some examples of assessment and evaluation methods. In
this section, the authors also explain the inherent complexity of the CMD technique, in response to
potential criticism from educators who may perceive it as a simplistic approach of just asking questions.
They emphasize the intricacy of consistently asking appropriate follow up questions to student responses
including: probing for evidence (“where do you see that?””), requesting elaboration (“Tell me more about
that”, bringing others into the conversation (“does everyone agree?”), etc. While the teacher may add
key information, their primary role is to facilitate students teaching each other.

The media literacy methodology presented in this book intersects with various other pedagogical
approaches, educational initiatives, and in-class applications. Within this methodology, CMD can be
considered a key curriculum methodology that is engaging, student-centered, interdisciplinary, project-
based, inquiry-focused, and results in public performances. By involving students in CMD activities
during the educational process, awareness can be created about their own feelings and reactions to the
messages they see, read, and hear, both within and outside of school, and they can be enabled to see the
details of cultural stereotypes present in media messages (2022, p.129).

The seventh and final chapter of the book focuses on ways to introduce and support CMD approaches
in your school or region. In this chapter, Sperry and Scheibe summarize the main proposition of the
book as the need to develop critical thinking habits by integrating analysis of media messages across the
entire curriculum (2022, p.149). This chapter also emphasizes the role of media literacy in strengthening
democratic citizenship, teaching habits of questioning, and giving voice and agency to students.

In summary this book; to developing and facilitating CMD activities in the classroom and in virtual
teaching environments; (2) Implement CMD across the curriculum, at all grade levels; (3) Connect CMD
with educational approaches such as project-based learning, social-emotional learning, and antiracist
education; (4) Incorporate CMD into assessments; and (5) Promote CMD as a districtwide initiative. This
book demonstrates the important role of different perspectives and approaches in understanding and
analyzing the world. This book is important in terms of enabling individuals to recognize the media
messages to which they are willingly or unwillingly exposed every day through media literacy, to
analyze them from a critical perspective, and to position themselves in the face of these messages.
Particularly for those seeking a current reference as a teaching resource on media literacy, utilizing this
book, which approaches the subject from a methodological perspective, can also contribute to the
adoption of a new approach to teaching. A notable aspect of the book is that the applications and
examples provided can be easily adapted to the reader's cultural context when using media literacy from
the perspective of cultural and sociological differences.
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TURKCE GENISLETILMIS OZET

Medya okuryazarligr egitimi konusunda Tirkiye’de ve diinyada gergeklestirilen ¢aligmalar
incelendiginde, zaman igerisinde degisen yaklagimlar ve bu yaklagimlara bagh uygulamalar dikkat
cekmektedir. Medya okuryazarligini savunmaci-korumaci bir yaklasimla ele alan galigmalarla baslayan
stirecte artik bu egitimin kacinilmaz oldugu gercegi ile de karsilagilmaktadir. Bu kitap incelemesi,
medya okuryazarligi egitimine farkli bir perspektiften yaklasan ¢aligmalari aktaran “Teaching students
to decode the world: Media literacy and critical thinking across the curriculum” bagslikli kitaba aittir.
Kitap, 1996 yilindan bu yana ABD’de medya okuryazarligi konusundaki ¢aligmalar ile dikkat ¢ceken
Project Look Sharp’in kuruculari Prof. Cyndy Scheibe ve Chris Sperry tarafindan kaleme alinmistir.
Kitabin ilk etapta en dikkat ¢ceken yonii, medya okuryazarligim egitimini bagimsiz bir ders bagligi olarak
degerlendirmek yerine, farkli ders miifredatlarina entegre etmeye yonelik uygulamalar1 vurgulamasidir.

Kitapta yazarlar, medya okuryazarligi becerilerinin farkli konulara ve miifredatlara entegrasyonuna
iligkin deneyimsel detaylar1 okuyucularla paylasmaktadir. Kitap, sadece farkli egitim kademelerinde
egitim veren egitimciler i¢in degil, ayn1 zamanda miifredat 6gretim stratejileri baglaminda medya
okuryazarlig1 konusunda akademik ¢aligmalar yapan arastirmacilar i¢in de bir rehber niteligindedir. Bu
kitap, medya okuryazarligmin farkli konularda bir yontem olarak nasil kullanilabilecegine dair
orneklerin yani sira bagimsiz bir medya okuryazarligi dersi i¢in potansiyel bir kaynak olarak da
degerlendirilebilir.

Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin New York eyaletinde bulunan Ithaca College'in kar amaci giitmeyen bir
girisimi olan Project Look Sharp (PLS), bu alandaki arastirmacilarin aragtirmalari sirasinda kaginilmaz
olarak karsilastiklar1 onemli bir cabay1 temsil etmektedir. PLS, K-16 egitimcilerine, dgrencilerine
gordiikleri, okuduklar1 ve duyduklart medya mesajlarina elestirel diisiinme ve medya okuryazarlig
uygulamalar1 konusunda rehberlik edecek yol haritalar1 saglamaktadir.

Bugiin artik, medya okuryazarliginin her yastan bireye ulasmak icin bagimsiz bir ders olarak sunulup
sunulmayacag tartismasi (6zellikle Tiirkiye'de bu konudaki girisimler dikkate alindiginda bunun bir
tartisma konusu oldugunu séylemek dogru olur) yerini yeni okuryazarliklara birakmistir. Okumaktan
cabuk sikilan geng kusagi merkeze alan arastirmalarin odaginda yer alan gorsel okuryazarlik, dogru
bilgiye ulasma agisindan haber okuryazarlig1 ve sosyal medya okuryazarligi bunlardan birkaci olarak
belirtilebilir. Bu yeni yaklagimlarin 6tesinde bu kitap, medya analizinin tiim disiplinlere ve miifredatin
tiim seviyelerine nasil dahil edilecegine dair bir model sunmaktadir (Sperry & Scheibe, 2022, s.2).

Cocuklar1 medya igeriginden korumak yerine elestirel diisiinme becerileri ve medya okuryazarlig
becerileri ile gliclendirme fikri kitaptaki yaklagimin merkezinde yer almaktadir (Sperry ve Scheibe,
2022, s.2). Kitap boyunca ayrintili olarak aciklanan ve orneklenen Consrtuctivist Media Decoding
(CMD), sorgulamaya dayali medya analizi siirecinde anahtar bir kavram olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Kitabin adi “Decoding the World with Inquiry-Based Media Analysis” (Sperry & Scheibe, 2022, s.3)
ayn1 zamanda kolektif bir eylem alani yaratarak farkindalig1 ve harekete gecmeyi ifade etmektedir.

CMD siirecinde agik uglu, bireyi diisiinmeye sevk eden, tek bir yaniti olmayan sorulara odaklanilmakta
ve bu sorular 6rneklendirilmektedir. Ornegin, medya igerigini analiz ederken kanita dayali yanitlar
gerektiren sorular sorabilirsiniz, "Diislincenizi desteklemek i¢in hangi kanitlara sahipsiniz? Ne gibi
benzerlikler ve farkliliklar belirleyebilirsiniz? Boyle bir ifadenin nedeni nedir? Herkes bu igerik
hakkinda ayni fikirde olur mu?" (2022, s.42) gibi. Bu sorulardan da anlagilacagi gibi, medya
okuryazarliginin temel yonleri (6zellikle analiz ve degerlendirme) bu siirecin ¢ekirdegini
olusturmaktadir. Kitabin {i¢iincii boliimiiniin sonunda CMD siireci kullanilarak ders iceriklerinin farkl
diizey ve konular i¢in hazirlanmis bir etkinlik plani 6rnegi de verilmektedir (2022, s.54).

Kitapta dikkat ¢ceken bir detay da medya okuryazarligi metodolojisinin sadece dgretme siirecinde degil
Ogrenme siirecinde de nasil aktif olarak kullanilabilecegine dair 6rneklerin paylasilmasidir. Bu yontemin
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simiflarda uygulanmasinda, yazarlarin farkli egitim diizeylerindeki deneyimlerine ve &gretim
yontemlerine iliskin 6ykiileri ve drnekleri, 6zellikle CMD siireci ve zaman i¢inde nasil ve neden gelistigi
hakkinda aktarilan bilgiler de oldukga etkilidir.

Yazarlar, okuyucuyu medya mesajlarini analiz etme siirecinin detaylar1 hakkinda bilgilendirmekte, bu
yontemde 6gretmenin roliini de degerlendirmektedir. Sperry ve Scheibe, 6gretmenin roliiniin, analiz
saglamak degil, belge se¢gmek, soru sormak ve analizi kolaylagtirmak oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bu
noktada klasik dgretim siirecinden farkli olarak 6grencinin sorular yardimiyla kendi algilar1 {izerinden
konuyu anlamlandirmasinin 6nemi de ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Yazarlar ayrica kitabin potansiyel izleyicilerini dikkate alarak, medya iceriginin analiz edilmesi
stirecinde kiiltiirel farkliliklar ve sorgulamanin sinirlar1 olabilecegine de dikkat ¢cekmislerdir. "Medya
analizi siirecinde farkli kiiltiirler, topluluklar ve uluslar kabul edilebilir sorgulama sinirlarina sahip
olacaktir" (2022, s.89) ifadesi bu yaklasimi 6zetlemektedir. Genel olarak kitapta 6gretmenlerin medya
okuryazarligi yontemiyle 6grencilerin diinyayr nasil anladiklari, kendi 6grenme siireglerini nasil
yonettikleri ve anlami nasil yapilandirdiklart  konusunda i¢ gorii  kazanabileceklerinden
bahsedilmektedir.

Ozetle bu kitap, diinyay1 anlama ve analiz etmede farkli bakis agilar1 ve yaklasimlarin 6nemli roliinii
gostermektedir. Kitap, bireylerin medya okuryazarligi yoluyla her giin isteyerek veya istemeyerek
maruz kaldiklart medya mesajlarini fark edebilmeleri, elestirel bir bakis agisiyla analiz edebilmeleri ve
bu mesajlar karsisinda kendilerini konumlandirabilmeleri acisindan 6nemlidir. Ozellikle medya
okuryazarligi konusunda 6gretim kaynagi olarak giincel bir bagvuru kaynagi arayanlar i¢in konuya
metodolojik bir bakis agisiyla yaklagan bu kitaptan faydalanmak, Ggretime yeni bir yaklagimin
benimsenmesine de katki saglayabilir. Kitabin dikkat ¢eken bir yoni de kiiltiirel ve sosyolojik
farkliliklar agisindan medya okuryazarligi kullanildiginda, sunulan uygulama ve 6rneklerin okuyucunun
kiiltiirel baglamina kolayca uyarlanabilmesidir.

164

LR E R A= ReE G ISIaE| 2023, Volume 12, Issue 3 www.turje.org


http://www.turje.org/

